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The church services must be really long because- Police in Utah say a 7-year-old boy led officers on a car

chase in an effort to avoid going to church.  Dispatchers received reports of a child driving recklessly on Sunday

morning. One witness said the boy drove through a stop sign, according to Weber County Sheriff's Capt. Clint

Anderson. Anderson said two deputies caught up with the boy and tried unsuccessfully to stop the Dodge Intrepid in

an area about 45 miles north of Salt Lake City.

The car reached 40 mph before the child stopped in a driveway and ran into a home.

“Well, if I were to characterize the boy’s skills as driver, he’s not very good, if he were a legal driver," Anderson told

FOX 13 in Utah . "As a 7-year-old, we’re really rather impressed with his ability to have not gotten into any

accidents."

Anderson said the boy told his dad he'd sped away because he didn't want to go to church.

Supposedly one reason adults drive away from the church, is the so called unreliability of the bible!  So why

does Paul writes "All scriptures is inspired by God (II Tim 3:16)", his primary reference is the

Old Testament, which was completed 400 years previously. This is not to say that the verse

doesn't apply to the New Testament as well, but Paul's subject matter was the Scriptures Timothy

was taught as a child. Paul believes the Scriptures are "God-breathed"; that is they hold the same

authority as if God were to come down and speak to you directly. Every word recorded in the

original documents is considered to be chosen by God.

So, our first point is that the testimony of Paul establishes a point of view that holds the

Scriptures very highly. We know that the early church believed the Scriptures were inspired, we

must now find out how to demonstrate that fact.

What we are really interested in, then, is to determine if the Bible is a book that is the true words

of God given to men, or is it merely the words of men written about God? If it is the latter, then it

should display characteristics like those of other books written by men about God. It really



shouldn't be all that different from many other works we possess. However, if it did come from

God... well it should be astoundingly different. It should be a very one of a kind collection. It

should be unique.

The Bible stands alone as the only religious text that can claim it meets all the above criteria. I

think it would be helpful if we compare the Bible with some of the other ancient texts and see

just how unique the Bible is.

External evidence for the validity of the documents

The first qualification listed above is any message from the Creator would have to distribute His

message to a wide audience. The Bible is next to none in this test.(2) It is the most published book

in history, with the widest distribution of any published work. It has been translated into more

languages than any other book. It is the most sold book in history. It was the first book published

with moveable type. It is still the #1 best seller of any book. Now, none of these feats prove that

the Bible was inspired. They are, however, consistent with what we would expect of God's

message if He were trying to let us know about Himself and His plan for us. In other words, one

cannot disqualify the Bible on this point. Many other ancient writings fall short, but it behaves as

we would expect.

We also agreed that the message would be able to last through time. If God's message to you got

lost, then of what use is it to you? If the message is corrupted in some way, how do you know

which parts are from God and which are not? This is a tricky point to understand. This does not

mean that no one will ever be able to mis-translate the Bible or add things to it, for I can write

down a verse in this letter and copy it incorrectly. It does mean that we should be able to

somehow discern where the errors in the copies are and also know the original intent of the

message.

Because ancient writing surfaces were natural in their origin, they could decay easily. Papyrus,

clay, and animal skins of the Old World did not have an incredibly long "shelf life". Therefore,

we do not have any of the original documents (called autographs) that the Biblical authors wrote.

However, we do have copies of the originals (called manuscripts) and can compare them to



discern what were in the originals, and what wasn't. The more copies you have from different

places, and the closer they are in age to the original, makes the process more assured. It's like the

old game "telephone"; those who are closer to the originator of the message got more of it right

than those at the end of the line. Also, by giving the same message to five or six telephone lines,

with some effort you could probably reconstruct the original message by what the participants

recall.

Now, this entire exercise is nothing restricted to the Bible alone. Every ancient document is

tested as to its reliability in this same way. Historians look for copies of the text, from where they

originated, their age and proximity to the autographs, and if the documents were quoted in other

works to help them in determining the closest rendering of the text to its original form.

The Bible has an incredible amount of manuscript evidence to authenticate its message as it was

originally written. Of every ancient literary or historical work, none can come remotely close to

the huge amount of manuscript evidence for the New Testament.(3) There are over 5,300

manuscripts or parts of manuscripts we can examine today. If you count all the early copies of

translations of the New Testament, the number skyrockets to over 24,000. This is such an

astounding amount, it's about 43 times as much as the second most prevalent writing, The Iliad,

with only 643. Both The Iliad and the Bible were works venerated as sacred writings, and viewed

as having the answers to questions of the supernatural and the afterlife. Both fought attempts at

additions, textual changes and corruption. The Iliad has over 400 lines in doubt out of 15,600.

The New Testament with 20,000 lines has 40 lines in doubt, none of which substantially change

its message.

Further, if we look at the time gap between the originals and the earliest copies of these

cherished texts, we again see that the New Testament is far more reliable. The Iliad has a gap of

about 500 years before the first manuscripts appear, where the Bible's books have pieces ranging

from as close as 35 years after the original composition.

The Old Testament, unfortunately, does not share the wealth of manuscript evidence that the

New Testament possesses. However, because of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other discoveries,



along with ancient Hebrew sources that quote from the Old Testament, we are assured that it is in

the same form as it was in Jesus' day. The Dead Sea Scrolls themselves included almost all of the

Old Testament canon and they date from 250B.C. to 100A.D. Also, the copies of the Septuagint,

which was a Greek version of the Old Testament written about 250B.C., show the text we have

today has been nearly perfectly preserved.

Internal Evidence for Reliability of the Bible

Thus far we have examined several evidences of the accuracy and the reliability of the Bible by

comparing it to outside sources and what we know is true. Now, I'd like to turn our attention to

the text of the Bible itself to show how it validates itself as the word of God. Again, I remind you

that we have a collection of different documents that were written over one and a half

millennium, that are devoted to discussing the most controversial and emotionally charged topics

man has known. The incredible thing is that they all agree. Taken together, the Bible presents a

single, unified message of actions and attitudes by which man can live. This is an unprecedented

feat.

To have sixty six books written by about forty authors, from kings and nobles to fishermen and

soldiers, in three languages and on three continents, be of the same mind is just not humanly

possible. Why, the editorial writers in our newspapers can't even agree when they come from the

same culture and similar educational backgrounds.

To demonstrate the remarkability of this accomplishment, we can propose an experiment.

Because the Bible claims it is the word of God, it requires of itself a stricter assessment. The Old

Testament is filled with the authoritative phrase "Thus sayeth the LORD" . The fact that men

recognized it from the time it was first penned as authoritative gives it a measure of strength. The

laws that were required of the Jews were very arduous. Because they chose to accept them as

commandments from God before any significant length of time had elapsed to mythicalize them

shows that the people believed with their lives that these documents were from God. Jesus

Himself validates the Old Testament by regarding it as the word of God and authoritative in all

things.



The Biblical Test for Inspiration

The last point in demonstrating the inspiration of the Bible is one we have not yet mentioned.

The Bible itself gives a test to all messages claiming to be from God, and you are to judge the

merits of the message by that test. Deuteronomy 18:20-22 states:

"But the prophet who shall speak a word presumptuously in My name which I have not

commanded him to speak, or which he shall speak in the name of other gods, that prophet shall

die. And you may say in your heart, 'How shall we know the word which the LORD has not

spoken?' When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or

come true, that is the thing the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it

presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him."

This passage shows the yardstick by which all revelation is measured: prophecy. The Bible

stands alone as a book stuffed with prophecy. It is the very heart of Scripture. With prophecy,

God gives the faithful hope by promising better things in the future. Likewise, the wicked are

warned of impending judgment if they don't change their ways. The Bible is unique from all

other religious texts because it gives specific, detailed prophecies that were fulfilled just as

written. Let's look at a few prophecies to demonstrate their precision.

The coming of the Jewish Messiah is the focus of the Old Testament. There are over 300

separate prophecies about the "Holy One of Israel" found there. They are so specific as to predict

the city of Jesus' birth (Micah 5:2), His nature (Isaiah 7:14), His works of healing and miracles

(Isaiah 35:5-6), His betrayal for thirty pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12-13), His suffering (Isaiah

53), His style of execution (Psalm 22) and His resurrection (Psalm 16:10, Acts 13:35) amongst

other things. These prophecies were written anywhere from 400 to 1000 years before Jesus' birth,

yet they describe His life with the accuracy of an eyewitness. The odds against a living person

meeting even a few of these predictions is so astronomical it is considered an impossibility.



When all the evidence is studied, it leads to an inescapable conclusion: the Bible must come

from a source other than that of natural man. It is a reliable document that faithfully records

history and in that record it documents God intervening in the lives of men. The New Testament

verifies that the Old Testament is the word of God, and Peter verifies that the writings of Paul are

Scriptural; that is from God(2 Peter 3:16). Peter also states, "No prophecy was ever made by an

act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.(2 Peter 1:21)" This is a

consistent message throughout the Bible.

Conclusion: In any field of study, when people examine the objects of their study, they classify

them by their attributes. A bird fits the definition of an animal with feathers that lays eggs. Every

animal that has those attributes is considered a bird. A mammal must be warm-blooded, have

hair, and suckle its young. In examining all the religious texts of the world, only the Bible

exhibits all the attributes of a God-inspired message. I hope you will grow to appreciate the Bible

more from today’s sermon, and let me know if I've assumed something that doesn't make sense

to you.

As amazing as the bible is-the Bible alone is not enough for you and I to be transformed.  The

one person even the preacher would loose to in a Bible Bowl Contest-Satan!  Satan even quoted

scripture to Jesus!  Acts 2:42 NLT: All the believers devoted themselves to the

apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including

the Lord’s Supper[i]), and to prayer.  This is the formula that turned

the world upside down in the first century.  And all of these actions

except for the Lord’s supper take place in the context of a small group

or Sunday School.  That is why we all need to get off our donkey and

get involved in a life support Group.  The first step is to give your life

to Jesus-and then find a life support group to grow in!


