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Introduction:  Let’s begin today by all standing and reading out loud

together Genesis 1:1-3.  In the beginning God created the heavens and the

earth.  Now the earth was [a] formless and empty, darkness was over the

surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the

waters.  And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.

That settles it right?  God said light and there was light.  That’s how God

created.   Next question? Nooo, somehow that’s not enough for us, is it?

We have this intense desire to find figure out how.  Man likes sifting

through all that the different evidence and theories written on this subject.

And then line up and take sides on how God created.

Reminds, me of when God is sitting in Heaven when a scientist says to

Him, 'Lord, we don't need you anymore. Science has finally figured out a

way to create life out of nothing. Another words, we can now do what you

did in the 'beginning'.' 'Oh, is that so? Tell me', replies God.

'Well', says the scientist, 'we can take dirt and form it into the likeness of

you and breathe life into it, thus creating man.' 'Well, that's interesting.



Show Me. '

So the scientist bends down to th e earth and starts to mold the soil. 'Oh no,

no, no...' interrupts God, 'Get your own dirt.'

There are three major views or sides on how God created the earth in the

beginning.  It is important for all believers to understand these views their

strengths and weakness, to truly see if they are compatible with scripture.

Evolution

  Evolution is not a view of creation because the theory of evolution does

not involve a creator.  In simplest terms, the view of evolution is that life

originated from natural processes, beginning with the first living substance

(A Single Cell) and continuing with the evolving of species.  There is a

widespread belief that evolution has already been proven by science,

thereby making the biblical account of creation untrue.

Let’s not get the cart before the horse, because . . .It is impossible to

prove  scientifically any theory of origins.  This is because the scientific

method is based on observation and experimentation, and it is impossible

to make observations or conduct experiments  on the origin of the universe.

   It is also important for us to remember that there is no such thing as an

unbiased approach to the start of the universe.  We all have a set of beliefs

and ideas based on our experiences.  The only question is, which is the

better bias?  I will admit the bias I have is the belief that God is the creator



of the world and all that is in it, that he made man in his image  (man did

not evolve from apes.) And the bible can be trusted as a book of

information about creation.

Evolution and creation are not just matters of science on the one hand

and religion on the other.  There can be no doubt that evolution and

creation are positioned in our society as competing beliefs.  Just look at the

back of our cars!

Little fish symbols on the back of the Christian car responded by little

Darwin symbol on the other car.  And then came the big fish eating the

little Darwin, and vice versa.  These are the actions of a belief system’s in

competition for the hearts and minds of people.

As believers we often feel defensive about even discussing creation.

Science seems to have the high ground, with the assumption that the

theory of evolution is a proven fact.  And scientist would tell you, however

that there is no value to a science in which we cannot challenge

assumptions and test theories.   We should be afraid to clearly state, as

those who believe in a personal creator, that we have real problems with

the theory of evolution.

The problems with the theory of evolution

1. God is left out of creation.



One of the greatest problems when buying into an evolutionist position is

that it paints God as either nonexistent or as cold and distant in the act of

creation.  The idea that God started it all with a big bang and let things

work themselves out is totally foreign to the God we read about the Bible.

He is a personal God who is intimately involved not only in creating but

also in sustaining the creation he made.

How about the idea that God somehow created through evolution.

We’ll look at more closely later.  Even, Darwin rejected this idea from

The on set.  In fact in no uncertain terms Darwin rejected the idea of God

intervening  by God into the concept of evolution: I will give absolutely

nothing for the theory of natural selection if it requires miraculous

addition at any one stage of descent.1

R.E.D. Dlark, Darwin: Before and After (London: Paternmaster, 1948) 86.

2. The probability of evolution  by Chance

What are the chances that life could begin by chance chemical reactions in a

prehistoric sea?  What are the probabilities of evolution successfully

occurring?  Discussing the possibility of even one chain of amino acids

combining by chance.  Francis Crick, co discoverer of the molecular

structure of DNA, wrote:  This is an easy exercise in combinatorial.

suppose the chain is about two hundred amino acids long; this is, if



anything, rather less than the average length of proteins of all types.  Since

we have just twenty possibilities at each place, the number of possibilities

is twenty multiplied by itself some two hundred times. This is onveniently

written 20/200. That is a one followed by 260 zeros!

This number is quite beyond everyday comprehension.  For

comparison, consider the number of fundamental particles (atoms,

speaking loosely)  In the entire visible universe, not just in our own

galaxy with its 10/11 stars, but in all the billions of galaxies, out to the

limits of observable space.  This number, which is estimated to be10/80, is

a quite paltry by comparison 10/250.  Moreover, we have only considered a

polypeptide chain rather modest length.  Had we considered longer ones as

well, the figure would have been even more immense. 3 Francis Crick, Life

itself, its origin and nature (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1981), 51,52.

Think of that and it is just the first step of evolution occurring by

chance is a statistical impossibility.  Some of you love numbers such as 10

to the 260th power.  And some of you are scratching your head saying;

could you break that down a little more!

Charles Ryrie did just that when he wrote; It requires an incredible amount

of faith to believe that evolution could have caused by chance all life that

ever did or does now exist. 3. Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology  (Wheaton Ill;



SP Publications 1985: 177.  To state it even more clearly, one writer pictured

it this way: The current scenario of the origin of life is about as likely as

the assemblage of a 747 by a tornado whirling through a junkyard. 4. Fred

Hoyle, The intelligent universe (New York Hold, Rinehart and Winston,

1983, 19)

2. The Irreducible complexity  Living Things

Irreducibly complex I mean a single system composed of several well-

matched, interacting parts that  contribute to the basic function, wherein

the removal of any one of the parts causes the system to effectively cease

functioning-down.  .  . an irreducibly complex biological system, if there is

such a thing, would be a powerful challenge to Darwinian evolution.7

Michael J. Behe Darwins black box the biochemical challenge to evolution

(New York: Free Press, 1995) 39

This irreducible complexity refers to something which is so intricate in its

creation that it couldn’t have evolved step by step.  It had to have been

made all at once.

Consider for example among hundreds of examples the woodpecker.

The forces involved in a woodpecker hammering away at a tree is

incredible, for the suddenness with which the head is brought to a halt

during each peck results in a stress equivalent to a thousand times the



forces of gravity.  This is more than 250 times the force to which an

astronaut is subjected in a rocket during liftoff.  How is the woodpecker to

withstand such forces?  What prevents to woodpecker from beating out it’s

brains?

The woodpecker survives this head bashing and these exception

forces because God in his wisdom has designed the head, beak, and neck in

a special way. For starters, the creator  has greatly reinforced the

woodpeckers skull with bone.  This is necessary if the head is not going to

break into pieces .  He has given the woodpecker a stronger bill than most

birds.  It must be strong enough to dig into a tree without folding up like

an accordion.  The bill is chisel tipped, and when the woodpecker is

chiseling away there is a lot of sawdust.  Normally in most birds, the

sawdust would enter the nostrils, but the woodpecker has been designed

with slit-like nostrils covered by fine wiry feathers to prevent the

sawdust from entering.

Also, the beak and  brain itself have been cushioned against impact.

In most birds, the bones of the beak are joined to the bones of the cranium-

the part of the skull that surrounds the brain.  But in the woodpecker the

cranium and beak  are separated by a sponge-like tissue that takes the

shock each time the bird strikes it’s beak against a tree.  The woodpecker ‘s



shock absorber is so good that scientist say it is far better than any that

humans have invented.

For added protection to it’s brain, the woodpecker has special

muscles which pull it’s brain case away from the beak every time it strikes

a blow.  But this is only part of the story,  if the woodpeckers  head were to

twist even slightly while hammering the tree, the rotation of it’s head,

combined with the force of pecking, would tear away the birds brain.  But

God, the ultimate designer, has created the woodpecker with superbly

coordinated neck muscles to keep it head  perfectly straight.  Thus the bird

can withstand the enormous shock it inflicts on itself year after year and

many thousand times a day .

One of the greatest disagreaments that Christians have with the

theory of evolution is at this point.  Evolution would say that the

woodpecker developed these attributes at incredible odds because of the

threats that nature posed to it’s existence.  The truth of creation says

instead that the woodpecker was intricately designed to these exact

specifications as an expression of the magnificence of God.  Do not allow

any theory, any science, any belief to steal from you the truth that you are

and all that you see were wonderfully created by God.

Theistic Evolution



Theistic evolution is the idea that God somehow used the process of

evolution as the means by which he created everything.  This belief system

is attractive to some because it seems that we can have both.

The  easiest way to solve an argument is to say that everyone is right.  Can

we do that with evolution and creation?  Will the two ideas somehow fit

together?  Let’s take a closer look.

  Although this view if very attractive to all who want to integrate the

discoveries of science and the bible, there are huge problems with theistic

evolution.

1. The bible pictures God as being intimately and actively involved in

each aspect of creation.

Let’s visit two bible passages to remind us of these truths.  The heavens

tell the glory of God, and the skies announce what his hands have made.

Psalm 19:1 NCV  Or Nehemiah 9:6 "Blessed be your glorious name, and

may it be exalted above all blessing and praise. 6 You alone are the LORD.

You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host,

the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life

to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.  Nehemiah 9:6

And then there is Psalm 33: 6-9  By the word of the LORD were the heavens

made,  their starry host by the breath of his mouth.  He gathers the

waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses.  Let all the



earth fear the LORD;  let all the people of the world revere him. For he

spoke, and it came to be;  he commanded, and it stood firm.

    As you read these verses, they tell us of a God who was very present in

all that he made.  They don’t give you the picture of a God who started the

process, walked away and just let it play out.

There is a logical gap in the thinking that God personally designed

everything through the process of random selection.  Greg Koukl writes,

The problem with any form of theistic evolution. . .is that it means design

by chance.  That’s like a square circle.  There is no such thing.

Blending evolution with creation  is like putting a square peg in a

round hole.  It just doesent fit.8 Michael Behes Thiestic evolution,

transcript of stand to reason radion 24 December 1997 accessed 1

February 2003.

     Evolution as a theory supposes that God is nonexistent of is absent  as

life is being created on our planet.  It is a theory that has its foundations on

the idea that God was not part of the creation process and then try to add

God back into that theory has some obvious and fatal problems.  It’s like

taking the foundation out from under a house and trying to put it back on

top of that house.

Our views on how we were created are very important to us-they go to the

core of who we are. If what we’re talking about is bringing up more

question than solving them it worth taking the time to study the subject



more fully

2. A Poetic rather than Historical view of Genesis 1-11

The way you read the first pages of a book determines the way you read

the rest of the book.  If you discover in the first few pages that you’re

reading a murder mystery, you read the entire book as fiction.  If the first

pages contain lists of recipes, you’ll read the book as a cookbook.  If you

see in the first pages that you’re reading through an encyclopedia, you

likely get another book.

  If you’re told that the first pages of the Bible are poetically interesting but

don’t describe what really happened.  It impacts how you read the entire

bible.  This is why there is such a great battle over the meaning of the first

page of the bible.  It impacts the way we read the entire bible.

Concerning this battle over the meaning of the first verses of Genesis, Ray

Bohlin says: We must realize that the book of Genesis is the foundation

of the entire bible.  The word Genesis means “beginnings.”  Genesis

tells the story of the beginning of the universe, solar system, earth, life,

man, sin, Israel, nations and salvation.  An understanding of Genesis is

crucial to our understanding of the rest of scripture.

For example Genesis 1-11 are quoted or referred to more than 100

times in the New Testament alone.  And it is over these chapters  that the

primary battle for the historicity of Genesis rages.  All of the first eleven

chapters are referred to in the New Testament.  Every New testament



author refers to somewhere to Genesis 1-11. ..

How can the first 11 chapters he separated from even the rest of Genesis?

The time of Abraham has been verified by archeology.  The places,

customs, and religions spoken of in Genesis related to Abraham are

accurate.  The story of Abraham begins in Genesis 12.  If Genesis 1 is

mythology and Genesis 12 is history, where does the

allegory stop and the history begin in the first 11 chapters?  It is all

written in the same historical style.” Dr. Ray Bohlin, Why we believe

in creation accessed 1 February 2003 at www.probe.org.

Supernatural Creation

God personally and supernaturally created the heavens ah tnd the

earth.  At this point, I’d like us to take a hard look together at the

differences between scientific evidence for a supernatural creation and

personal faith in a God who supernaturally created. It’s important to

understand that science can’t prove God.  It never will.  Science can

provide us reasonable evidence, but ultimately this is a matter of faith.  It’s

the only way it can be.  You can’t scientifically prove an invisible God. It’s

also the way God wants it.  He desires a personal relationship with each of

us, a relationship based on faith.

Science may provide reasonable evidence, but ultimately it is a

matter of faith.  Let me give you two examples of this.

1. Science shows us the big bang, but it takes faith to believe God



said, “ Let there be light.”

Science can point to a creator.

On may 4,1992, Time magazine reported that NASA’s cosmic Background

Explorer Satellite-COBE-had discovered landmark evidence that the

universe did in face begin with the primeval explosion that has become

known as the big bang, “If you’re religions, it’s like looking at God,”

Proclaimed the leader of the research team, George Smoot. 11 Michael D.

Lemonick Echoes of the Big bang Time 4 May1992 62

But only by faith can we believe in our Maker.

In Genesis 1:3 the Bible say, “And God said, Let there be light and there

was light.”

It comes down to this either the universe had a beginning or it didn’t if it

had a beginning what caused it to begin?  As Christians that is where we

believe God comes into the picture.  God said. . . and bang it happened!

2. Science shows us the intelligent design of the universe, but it takes

faith to believe God personally created the universe.

Science can point to a creator.  July 20, 1998, Newsweek article entitled

“Science Finds God” Reported:  Physicists have stumbled on signs that

the cosmos is custom made for life and Consciousness.  It turns out that

if the constants of nature-unchanging numbers like the strength of

gravity, the charge of an electron and the mass of a proton-were the

tiniest bet different, then atoms would not hold together, stars would



not burn and life would never have made an appearance.  “When you

realize that the laws of nature must be finely tuned to produce the

universe we see says John Polinghorne, who had a disctinguished career

as a physicist at Cambridge University before becoming an Anglican

priest in 1982, “ That conspires to plant the idea that the universe did

not just happen, but that there must be purpose behind it.”

An intricate design proves the existence of a designer.  Would some

one loan me their watch?  Thank you.  Suppose I took this hammer and

smashed this watch but promised you that I could put it back together.

Here’s how.  I would take the pieces and put them in this paper bag,

shake the bag, and eventually the laws of probability would put the

watch back together.  Would you let me smash the watch?  I hope Not!

Conclusion: But only by faith can we believe in our creator.

Genesis 1:1 says in the beginning God created the heavens and the

earth.  In an honest search for truth, we will inevitably see God.  We can

see God in Creation that he has made: whether we’re enjoying the stars

on a cold, cloudless night or we are studying the stars through a space

telescope.  As we stand to sing the song of decision, would come

forward to express your faith in your Creator.


